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Robinson. — Information wanted regarding Archibald Robinson. He 
had a brother Andrew, also Alexander. The three came to this country 
about the close of the Revolution. Alexander settled in Baltimore. One 
of his sons, Archibald, had an estate near Winchester, Va. The elder 
Archibald was unmarried. This is all we know, except that he lived 
to a reasonable age, as there are pictures of him in the family repre- 
senting a man of forty years or more. — Annah R. Watson, Montgomery, 
Ala. 

Branch Historical Papers. — Published annually by the Depart- 
ment of History of Randolph-Macon College. Edited by William E. 
Dodd, Ph. D. No. 5, 1905 (about 120 pages), will be devoted entirely 
to the life and writings of Spencer Roane, Chief Justice of Virginia, 
1803-1822. The papers appear about June 1st of each year. Price, $1. 
Back numbers can be obtained. Address the editor, Ashland, Va. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 
The Term Lynch Law. By Albert Matthews. In the last number 
of the Quarterly occurred an article on lynch law. Mr. Matthews now 
sends me a pamphlet, published in the October number, 1904, of Modern 
Philology, which discusses the question thoroughly. The term was 
originally Lynch's law, and we are given numerous instances of its ap- 
plication. The theories as to the origin of the term are various. Some 
say that James Lynch, of Galway, and others that Stephen Lynch, of 
Jamaica, was the first to set the example. But these and others are 
more or less imaginative persons, and in Charles Lynch, of Virginia, a 
real person is hit upon. But the questionable honor cannot be abso- 
lutely fixed upon him, for the term itself is not known to have been in 
existence until 1817, or twenty-one years after his death; and it was 
not till forty-six years after his death that his name and lynch law were 
associated. 

History of the Hume Family. By Dr. John Robert Hume. Pub- 
lished by Hume Genealogical Association, St. Louis, Mo. 1903. 
The editor is indebted to the Mr. Frank Hume, of Washington, for a 
copy of this valuable genealogical work. The Hume pedigree is one 
of the few which connect with the mother country. George Hume, the 
emigrant to Virginia, was descended from the Earls of Dunbar, and 
came to Virginia about 1721. He left a numerous progeny here, and 
the work of Dr. Hume has been to bring these descendants together 
in scientific connection. There were Humes in Virginia at an earlier 
date than George Hume. In 1676 David Hume was lieutenant of the 
company enrolled in Middlesex for the Indian war under General Na- 
thaniel Bacon, Jr. The following records may prove useful : Andrew 
Hume made his will in Fauquier county in 1802, and names his sons 
Andrew, George and daughter Hannah. Robert Hume married Sarah 
McKay, and died in 1810, and his estate was divided among Asa Hume, 
McKay Hume, Robert Hume, Peggy Hume, Jacob Hume, Jenny Hume, 



